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TwWO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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perhaps taking their cue from the Junior
League of Sarasota = an OTganization
of women committed 1o |1r-|'-n'u|1i|1;.:
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foundation lor lasting change. One such
project was the interior renovation of
the Avdubon House, a 16-umnit down-
towm Sarasols apartment building that
houses individuals with severe and
persistent mental illness

Brian Payne, Ddrector of Coastal
Behavieral Healthcares  Awdubon
Program, explains how the eflort began.
“A couple of years ago, we partnered
with the Jumior League 1o redo one ot
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Gloan and bright, the refurbished interiors
provids & chescful living environment.

apariment. That was the beginning of a
unigue collaboration made possible by
the William G. Selby and Marie Selly
Fuundatmn. which rL'\{'L':llll:.' I:m:l'.'n:l-l.'d H]|
£151.3530 gramt vo fund the renovation
ol the remaining apanmens.”
Through the Auwdubon Program,
of Sarasona’s vilnerable
cltizens find howsing. In's mot a free ride,
however. Residents (and there is a waibt-
ing list) sSkgm a lease and are I:l."rl!lll.ltl.‘l-CII‘II.L'
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for paying the rent. “People who live
their entire lives with severs mental
illness exist on very lixed incomes,
50 1o b able to live in an alfordable, nice
apartment {5 genuinely appreciated,”
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shares Brian, The Awdubon Program is
just one aspect of the organization’s
integrated system of care in mental
health, substance abuse, criminal justice,

|:|m'r|:|li-::-|1 and intervention services

| HE RENOVATION

The project = led by Jumior League
volumeer Leslie Joy Busler, design
consuliant and owner of LB Designs,
and co-chair volunteer Robin Boach
ol Morthwestern Mutual Financial
WNetwork

activity in mid-December 2003, The

|1|.'L:ill1 '-\'11|'| i |'||.11':r'g.' I1!-

goal: e renovate, Turnish and make

each apartment resdy lor new tenanis



Eight months later, every Audubon
apartment had been completely relur-
hished, furmished and swocked with
living necessities

The renovation [ocused on func-

tion and practi ality,” explains Leslie

The apariments were in poor condi-
vion: the Y WEre basically :._".III.-.':I and
made over from [loor 1o ceiling.” Old
carpeting was ripped out and tile Noor-
ing installed. The walls were retextured
o cover blemishes and paimed a clean

e, Mew moldings and baseboards
ke, Mext, kitchen
unteriops were replaced
I its, creating a dramanic
improvement im both  appearande
and lunctienalive. Old relrigerors and
e avway, making roon
|l|||._l appliances. In the
Lers installed nea shower
aml I'.||l 1
and, where
The Junior 1 wen went 1o
work on decorating stocking the
interiors  with necessary  supplics
including pots and pans, linens, cleaning

supplies — evervthing a home needs

PRAISE THE
CHARITABLE SPIRIT

s¢ A majority of the gram
WAONEY  wWienit toward renovations, the
Jumior |_|_-.|:.:|_|-.- relied on donations
[ar fuminare and houschold items. The
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froum thic ||_'.I.|_'.I||_'| donated many ilems
as well as money, “Our goal was 1o
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thase moving in with minimal posses-

jons didnt have 1o buy anvihing I FHITI er Eﬂd rEI!.I'.*EI“IEl'E i

Leslie says. vqaka to arrew level ufl::u 1fol ‘1 ﬁ

Through the cfforts of dozens of

people and a generous grant [rom /h-h\,

Willllarm and Maric Selboy § oundation
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new life 10 a special community - has 5678 FRUITVILLE ROAD, SARASOTA, FL 34232
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